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College had moved on to its own building. She was fond;

of having some Sanskrit prayer in conformity with orthodox
Hindu ideas, beautifully recited before these lectures. Kanchi
Prasad :)G used to be a boarder57 at the time and a favourite
of hers. He had a very musical voice and was invariably
invited by Mrs. Besant to recite the famous prayer to Shiva58
in five verses, each dedicated to a letter of the heading
" Namah Shivaya " J9 (Hail, Shiva !) before she began her
own lecture.

j have heard her many a time in the old Central Hindu'
College Hall and the Hall of The Theosophical Society in-
Benares, extolling Hindu religion and philosophy, the Hindo
scheme of life, and defending many Hindu manners and
customs that had been subjected to severe criticism both by
Christian missionaries and by English-educated Hindus them-
selves. I have heard her lectures on various aspects of
Theosophy in Benares, Adyar, and in London. Towards the
end of her marvellous career I have also heard her lectures
on Indian politics. Whether the audiences were large or
small she always spoke with the same seriousness of purpose
and eloquence of expression.

It seems to me that her best lectures were all carefully
thought out, almost prepared, beforehand. She never
carried any notes. She never consulted any papers as she
spoke. Her memory must have been remarkable, and I
believe she just rehearsed her lectures to herself once, before
going into the lecture hall, and that was enough for her. She
never faltered for a word and her voice never broke. She
told us in one of her talks how she was fond of beautiful
perorations, how she liked to end her speeches by working